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Does East meet West through Sheherazade?

LisA GOLOMBEE

I ¥ 1910 THE CURTAIN LIFIED AT THE PARIS OPERA TO REVEAL A
steamy harem setting for Diaghilev's new Ballet Russe pro-
duction of Rimsky-Korsakev's Scheherazade, Enthralled by the se-
ductive movements of Nijinsky and Gelizer, Parisians loved
Scheherazade as they did almost anything that conjured up im-
ages ol a mysterious and sensual Orient, a world that seemed w
be everything that theirs wasn’t. To the romantie imagination
ol urn-of-the-century Europe, the Middle Fast evoked wild ad-
venture and hedonisi, where life was subject to bath unfath-
aomable peril and sublime good fortune.

Sheherazade is the heroine of The Avabian Nights, which was
inroduced in Europe through Antoine Galland's French rans-
lation of 1704. During the preceding cenmry, reports of trav-
ellers, merchants, missionaries, and colonists had fired the
imaginations of Europeans with deseriptions of the far-off

Lisa Golombek s curator in charge of the West Asian Department,
Royal Ontario Museum
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In this painting,
attributed to Bihzad,
the poet Sa'di visits

a mosque where class
is in session, Nizami’s
fragic teenage lovers,
Layla and Majnun,
pass notes in the
back of the roam.
Paintad in Herar, 1486,
Art anc Histery Trust

Colleclion, Hewskn






