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On Abu Sa‘id Bahador Khan's Edict in Uighur Language

Aboulala SOUDAVAR

(Huston)

An interesting feature of a group of Achaemenid documents recently discovered in Afghanistan is
that these royal edicts that were issued in response to specific request also include the summary of
the original appeal. A similar practice is noticeable in an edict from the Ilkhan Abta Sa‘id Bahador
Khan (r. 716 - 736 A.H./1316 - 1336 A.D)), in Uighur language.

This edict is composed in response to an appeal by Sheykh Badr al-Din Abt Mohammad
Mahmad, grandson of Sheykh Zahed-e Gilani, in which Badr al-Din had claimed that although he
was the legitimate successor to his father, one of his relatives by the name of Jamal al-Din “Ali,
(possibly an uncle or a cousin) usurped his position.

This edict reveals the apocryphal nature of an item of information in one of the Safavid
histories. The author of Safwat al-Safi claims that Sheykh Zahed-e Gilani (d. 700 A.H./1301 A.D)
had appointed Sheykh Safi al-Din Eshaq of Ardabil (650 - 735 A.D./1252 - 1335 A.H.) as his
successor. But this edict contradicts that information and points to the fact that Sheykh Zahed's
successor was his eldest son Sheykh Jamal al-Din °Ali.

The article provides a transliteration of the Uighur text with a Persian translation.
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