
Mr. President will you honor the Supreme Law of the Land : 
The 1955 Treaty of Amity Between the United States of America and Iran? 

 

The 1955 Treaty of Amity was signed into 
law by President Eisenhower in 1957, with 
a copy registered under no. 4132 at the 
United Nations. Because it is a self-
executing treaty, and was approved by a 
2/3 majority in the Senate, articles II and IV 
of the United States Constitution confer to it 
the status of the Supreme Law of the Land. 
The lynchpin of this treaty is the freedom of 
trade between the two countries. It is be-
stowed as a right upon the citizens of both 
Iran and United States. And yet, by presi-
dential decree, commercial trade with Iran 
is prohibited.  
 
The decree was first issued in 1987 by 
President Reagan who, in reaction to the 
Iran-Contra scandal, strangely ordered a 
trade ban on Iran. To do so, he relied on 
the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (“IEEPA”), which, by statute, 
required the existence of an “emergency” 
situation. Oddly, that “emergency” situation 
has been going on for nineteen years. 
 
In a series of five lawsuits that I had filed 
(three against the Iranian government and 
two against the US government), federal 
judges evaded confrontation with this Su-
preme Law of the Land through various 
ploys, the most blatant one being the delib-
erate use of erroneous translation by the 
Fifth Circuit.  In an era when the selection 
of US federal judges is primarily based on 
their views about abortion, and their pay is 
a quarter of that of their counterparts in 
Singapore, they seem to quickly forget that 
they took an oath to uphold the law and not 
to play politics. Those readers who are in-
terested to see how poorly the government 
argued its case, and how incongruent the 
opinions of the federal judges were, can 
find their full details on my website www.
soudavar.com. But even without delving 
into complicated legal theories, it is clear 
that “emergency” in English refers to a 
short term situation that by no stretch of the 

imagination can go on for nineteen years. 
 
More importantly, since the treaty allows 
either party to revoke it with a twelve month 
prior notice, it should have been terminated 
long time ago. Especially since Iran, with-
out any distinction between its government 
and its people, has been declared as part 
of the “Axis of Evil.” One cannot be a friend 
and a foe at the same time. There must not 
be a situation in which freedom of trade is 
simultaneously guaranteed by the Supreme 
Law of the Land and banned by a presiden-
tial decree.  
 
But the government is greedy and wants to 
have its cake and eat it too. By keeping the 
treaty alive it has allowed American mone-
tary claims against Iran, sometimes egre-
gious ones, to be processed at the Interna-
tional Court of The Hague. But in so doing, 
it has effectively rendered the notion of the 
“Supreme Law of the Land” meaningless. 
Why then should Enron or Worldcom ex-
ecutives be prosecuted if they only followed 
the example set by the government and, 
out of greed, pushed the limits of the law 
further away?  
 
If the Supreme Law of the Land is not 
worth the paper it is written on, what differ-
ence does it make whether Harriet Miers is 
nominated to the Supreme Court or Sam-
uel Alito? If the Supreme Law of the Land 
merits no respect, why should anybody re-
spect any law?  
 
It is wrong to assume that a lack of respect 
for the law in matters pertaining to foreign 
entities will have no bearings domestically. 
One cannot be amoral abroad, and virtuous 
at home. Thus a President Nixon who lied 
about the coup d’état he engineered in 
neutral Cambodia (which eventually led to 
the infamous killing fields) would inevitably 
lie about his Watergate plumbers as well. 
The effectiveness of a justice system is de-

pendant on the common respect for the law 
and the endeavor to uphold it under all cir-
cumstances.   
 
To restore the honor of the Supreme Law 
of the Land and the sanctity of the written 
word, two things must be done: Firstly, 
Congress must stop the yearly masquer-
ade of accepting the extension of an emer-
gency situation beyond a defined short pe-
riod under IEEPA, or alternatively, give the 
President imperial powers to impose eco-
nomic sanctions at will, with no 
“emergency” preconditions. Secondly, if the 
President wants to maintain a trade em-
bargo on Iran, it must give notice for the 
termination of the Treaty of Amity, but re-
spect the full effectiveness of this Supreme 
Law of the Land, including the freedom of 
trade, during the required 12 months notice 
period. Or, do the more sensible thing and 
abandon the idea of the ineffective and 
counterproductive trade embargo.  
 
As pointed out in my lawsuits, and as the 
example of the embargo on Iraq under 
Saddam Hussein clearly shows, such re-
strictions only help to increase the con-
trol—and enrichment—of autocratic re-
gimes over their people, and breed wide-
spread corruption with ripples that usually 
reach the shores of America (e.g. the scan-
dals of the Oil for Food program). On the 
other hand, the economic overtures to 
China show how a dogmatic regime can be 
wooed into the world system. As Fisher 
and Cox succinctly concluded in their New 
York Times article of Apr. 10, 2006 
(Globalizing Good government): “the more 
open countries are to trade, the better they 
are run.” 
 
While American foreign policy was once 
guided by the visions of men like Gen. 
Georges C. Marshall, it is now marked by a 
total lack of vision, and heavily influenced 
by the lobbying efforts of cash-rich Saudi 

Arabia (who still funds the Taliban and their 
religious schools which breed the most 
senseless Islamic zealots), and the nega-
tive impact of the Israel lobby, only too well 
documented by Mearsheimer and Walt in 
their March 2006 paper published by the 
John F. Kennedy School of Government at 
Harvard (The Israel Lobby and U.S. For-
eign Policy). 
 
Today, the American government is be-
friending some of the world’s most despotic 
and/or reckless regimes. And by the adage 
“tell me who your friends are and I will tell 
you who you are,” it may end up acting 
more and more like them. But if foreign pol-
icy is the prerogative of the Executive, non-
compliance with the Supreme Law of the 
Land is not. So the question remains Mr. 
President: Will you honor the Supreme Law 
of the Land? 

Abolala Soudavar -  Houston  
Email:    aas@soudavar.com 
Website: www.soudavar.com   

ADVERTISEMENT  ADVERTISEMENT  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


