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ART REVIEW _ -

A ‘Persian’

By WILLIAM WILSON

TIMES ART CRITIC

ran, these days, is not -the
* Western wuorld's favorite
country. But present enmity
. is little more than a momentary
mood- in the history of a place
, where cultural memory stretches
back 3,000 years. Localed on a
rich,-ancient trade route attrac-
tive to human predators, Iran
remembers when it was expanded
into the Persian empire by Cyrus
the Great in 550 BC, avercome by
Alexander the Great {n 333 BC,
vanquished by Muslim Arabs in
637, and overrun by the brutal
Mongol hordes of Genghis Khan
who took power in 1267.

That is where the Lthread of
Ltime is plucked up and carried to
the 19th Century in the County
Museum of Art's latest exhibition,
MArt of the Persian Courts,”
opening today. Organized by
LACMA, it conslsts of some 125
works drawn mainly from the
exguigite, sumptuous illustrated
books that were the central ex-
pressive vehicle for Persian art.
The form was preferred for cen-

turies because, although Persian

rulers built -sumpluous palaces
they were often on military cam-
paign living in tents. Small, elab-

orate books fed their spiritual,-

lHterary and artistic longings.

The present exhibition comes
from the Art and History Trust,
Liechtenstein, a trove put to-
gether aver the past 20 years hy

An illuminated sheet from the Book of Ki

~colleclor A. Soudevar to further
understanding of the richness of
Persian culture. LACMA curatar
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ngs is in LACMA show.
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