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April 26, 2001

His Excellency the Ambassador

German Embassy
4645 Reservoir Rd.     
Washington, DC 20007-1998    

Ref: United States of America and Federal Republic Of Germany: Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation. Signed in Washington, 29 October 1954

Dear Mr. Ambassador,

Since your country is the signatory of a treaty of friendship with the United States of America you may be interested in evaluating its validity and strength. For like insurance policies, treaties can only be tested in times of crisis and disagreement. 

In this perspective, the case of the Treaty of Amity, Economic Relations, and Consular Rights Between the United States of America and Iran, ratified June, 16, 1957, might offer a good test. Indeed, despite the multitude of accusations levied by each government against the other, neither Iran nor the United States have ever asked the abrogation of this treaty. It is still valid, and according to Articles II and IV of the US Constitution, it is the Supreme Law of the Land. Therefore, any policy that treats Iranians as anything but "friends" is illegal. The illegality of governmental actions must be determined by the judiciary system. Effectively, the courts of the US are the guarantors of its treaties. 

I have brought two lawsuits against the US government: one against the FAA for designating Iranians as a "suspect class" and the other, against the President for issuing an Executive Order imposing trade sanctions on Iran (both are posted to my website www.soudavar.com). The outcome of these lawsuits will ultimately determine whether or not the treaties of friendship are worth the paper they are written on.

 Respectfully yours,

Abolala Soudavar

CC: Secretary Colin Powell

Enclosures: 
List of the signatories of the treaties of friendship



Copy of the letter to Secretary Colin Powell

