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Embassy Suspect Warned U.S. of Yemen Attack, Papers Show

By BENJAMIN WEISER

defendant in the investigation of the bombing of the American Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya, in 1998 warned his American interrogators of another possible attack in Yemen, a court document shows.

The suspect, Mohamed Rashed Daoud al-'Owhali, who was arrested and questioned over 12 days after the attack in Nairobi, said he had "blue chip" information and then tried to use it to bargain with investigators. They offered him a form of limited immunity in return for disclosing it to them immediately.

It could not be learned how the authorities followed up on the information or how detailed it was. On Oct. 12, the American destroyer Cole was bombed in Aden, Yemen, killing 17 sailors. American officials have said Islamic militants botched an earlier attempt to attack an American warship there, against The Sullivans last January.

After the Cole attack, questions have been raised about how American officials responded to potential warnings and whether any warnings were concrete enough that the bombing might have been avoided.

A spokesman for the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Washington refused to comment yesterday on the specifics of Mr. al-'Owhali's case. Speaking generally, the spokesman said only that there were standard protocols for channeling information about threats to appropriate agencies.

A spokesman for the United States attorney in Manhattan and a lawyer for Mr. al-'Owhali declined to comment. Mr. al-'Owhali's lawyers have sought to suppress the statement on grounds that he was not properly advised of his right against self-incrimination and was denied a lawyer.

American investigators have been trying to determine whether the Cole attack was directed by Osama bin Laden, the fugitive Saudi who faces charges in the bombings on Aug. 7, 1998, of the embassies in Nairobi and in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. The attacks killed 224 people and wounded thousands.

Mr. al-'Owhali, 24, is one of four defendants who face trial in Federal District Court in the embassy bombings. Jury selection has been under way for two weeks. The judge, Leonard B. Sand, temporarily stopped the process this week and scheduled a hearing for Friday on further issues related to Mr. al-'Owhali's statements to the authorities.

The halt in jury selection may indicate that Judge Sand has secretly ruled against the government on introducing Mr. al-'Owhali's statements in court, although no such ruling has been announced.

Prosecutors have described Mr. al-'Owhali as a would-be suicide bomber and have said that after he had been taken into custody he gave a lengthy statement to the authorities in which he implicated himself in the Nairobi attack. The brief description of his tip about Yemen was included in a defense brief inadvertently filed in the public record. It is not clear how specific the information was. Previously, there were only brief references in the court record, without details, about his desire to offer sensitive information. 

For example, an F.B.I. agent, Stephen Gaudin, testified last month, without offering details, that on Aug. 25, 1998, "Mr. al-'Owhali had said to me that he had some information he called a `blue chip.' "

"It appeared," Mr. Gaudin added, "that the information that he had was very important."

Mr. Gaudin said Mr. al-'Owhali had been assured that the information would not be used against him, but could be used for further investigation

